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[bookmark: _Hlk500843637]OCIMF and PIANC sign a memorandum of understanding

10 January 2022 – (LONDON) 
The World Association for Waterborne Transport Infrastructure (PIANC) and the Oil Companies International Marine Forum (OCIMF) have signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) to formalise their long-standing working relationship.
Francisco Esteban Lefler, PIANC President and Karen Davis, OCIMF Managing Director signed the memorandum of understanding in January 2022. Its key aim is to enhance the impact of both organisations in the area of waterborne transport infrastructure, to cooperate, communicate and collaborate in the area of the ship-shore interface while recognising and respecting their individual identities, membership expectations and traditions. Their primary focus will be on supporting the work of each other through participation in relevant committees, workshops, conferences, and seminars as well as dissemination of technical information, joint activities on international issues and reciprocal representation in key groups.
Francisco Esteban Lefler, PIANC President said, ”The MoU is a direct consequence of several years of cooperation in topics of common interest. It (or the MoU) opens the path for further fruitful cooperation in knowledge sharing, oriented to the technological and environmental improvement of port and offshore infrastructure dedicated to transportation and handling of energy-related bulks, promoting safety and reliability”.
Karen Davis, OCIMF Managing Director said, “PIANC and OCIMF have been collaborating for several years. By formalising this partnership on the back of OCIMF’s refreshed strategy, this partnership will support OCIMF’s vision to be a global marine industry that causes no harm to people or the environment. It should strengthen our risk-based, future-focussed approach to meet OCIMF’s mission to develop best practices in the design, construction and safe operation of tankers, barges and offshore vessels and their interfaces with terminals. We look forward to working together to strengthen our existing safeguards against current risks and developing new safeguards to protect against emerging risks particularly in health, safety, security and environmental matters.”

Notes to Editor 
1. The Oil Companies International Marine Forum (OCIMF) is a voluntary association of oil companies with an interest in the shipment and terminalling of crude oil, oil products, petrochemicals and gas. Our mission is to be the foremost authority on the safe and environmentally responsible operation of oil tankers, terminals and offshore support vessels, promoting continuous improvement in standards of design and operation.
2. Karen Davis is a veteran master mariner with significant experience in downstream and upstream business gained at ConocoPhillips. She spent 15 years at sea, sailing from Third Mate to Master aboard supertankers carrying crude oil and clean products. 

In 2001, Karen transitioned from sailing aboard ships to their technical management, and in 2013 became  ConocoPhillips’ Global Marine Assurance Manager leading a decentralized team focused on eliminating marine risk. In 2019, Karen was seconded to Qatargas Operating Company Limited as a Senior Advisor supporting OPCO and the North Field Expansion Project. Karen is a member of the Green Award Foundation’s Board of Experts and was a member of the OCIMF Executive Board from 2016 to 2019. 

Karen was seconded to OCIMF as Managing Director in December 2021.
3. PIANC is the global organisation providing guidance and technical advice for a sustainable waterborne transport infrastructure to ports and waterways. Established in 1885, PIANC unites the international experts for technical, economic, and environmental topics related to waterborne transport. Our members include national governments and public authorities, corporations, industry and academic experts and young and experienced professionals.
4. Francisco Esteban Lefler holds a master’s degree in civil engineering (EQF) 7 since 1980. Served in the Public Administration as Army Officer (Ministry of Defence) and Civil Servant (Ministry of Development). Worked for FCC Construcción S.A. technical Directorate for 27 years (1994-2020), achieving the position of Technical Director. At present is independent consultant on ports and maritime infrastructure.
From 2011 to 2019 Francisco chaired the Maritime Commission (MarCom) of PIANC and since 2019 is PIANC President
5. Pictures of Karen Davis and Francisco Esteban Lefler available on request

Enquiries For further information contact Kelly Hadley, Publications and Communications Manager, OCIMF on 020 7654 1227 or kelly.hadley@ocimf.org. 
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