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Alex Van Dusen's secondment at OCIMF has now come to an end.
I want to express my deep appreciation for the help and support Alex has offered to the

members of OCIMF in his time here. I am grateful to Alex for taking time out of his busy
schedule to answer the many questions I had while I was taking over the role of Technical
Adviser (Offshore) and for ensuring a smooth transition. On behalf of members, I would like
to thank Alex and wish him all the success in his upcoming assignment at Chevron.
I join OCIMF from BP Shipping Limited, where I started my first assignment in vetting and
clearance before moving on to work in marine offshore support. In this later role I provided
marine risk management advice and support to upstream marine operations. This included
identifying and assessing marine risk as well as recommending mitigation initiatives for all
marine operations involving offshore support vessels.
I have led several vessel owner’s/operator’s and third-party contractor assessments around
the globe and provided valuable support to upstream, in particular as a subject matter
expert in FPSO and shuttle tanker operations.
If you would like to know more about me please visit my profile on the OCIMF website by
clicking this link.

The 15th meeting of the Floating Systems Group (FSG) was held at
the OCIMF offices in London, UK from 13–14 September.
The FSG reviewed progress on the following two publications:
Cargo Guidelines for F(P)SOs - the FSG reviewed the Stage 2 Director's review of the
publication and responded. The guidelines are now with the publisher and publication is
expected later this year.
Guidelines for Offshore Tanker Operations (GOTO) – currently completing Stage 2
Director's review.

ISGOTT is the next big publication to review after the Mooring
Equipment Guidelines, Fourth Edition (MEG4) is completed.
We are carrying out a gap assessment of the current edition against what we know today in
October and November. To help this process along, we would like OCIMF members to
submit known anomalies and propose other areas that need to be improved or updated to
the OCIMF Secretariat. We would also like members to start considering suitable
candidates to send to the working groups.
A draft Terms of Reference (TOR) will be ready for approval in December and work groups

will begin in January. This is a joint publication with the International Chamber of Shipping
(ICS) and the International Association of Ports and Harbors (IAPH).

The OVID Focus Group (OFG) has over the past year been diligently
working to update the various OVID documents.
Here is a brief update on the status of each item.

Offshore Vessel Particulars Questionnaire (OVPQ)
The OFG has developed a more focussed and fit-for-purpose OVPQ that includes the
ability to upload vessel spec sheets. We expect to release the OVPQ2 in early 2018 with a
90 day grace period between OVPQ and OVPQ2.
To ease the transition between the OVPQ and OVPQ2, vessel operators will only have to
log into the system and click ‘Map OVPQ to OVPQ2’. This will auto populate OVPQ data
into OVPQ2. Once this has been completed the vessel operator will need to verify
information has mapped across correctly and answer few new questions.

Offshore Vessel Inspection Questionnaire (OVIQ)
The development of the OVIQ3 and MODU2 is reaching the final stages. While creating
these new questionnaires the OFG reviewed all comments received from vessel operators
and OVID inspectors since the release of the OVIQ2 and MODU. Each suggestion had to
be carefully considered, and at times debated, before making any changes to improve the
next version of each questionnaire.
The Small Vessel (<100grt) Questionnaire is currently under review by OFG. This
questionnaire should be more fit-for-purpose than the previous version.
The OVIQ3, MODU2 and Small Vessel (<100grt) Questionnaire are expected to be
releases in 2Q 2018.

Offshore Vessel Management and Self Assessment (OVMSA)
Work on OVMSA2 is still progressing and is expected to be released in 3Q 2018. As work
reaches final stages there will be more announcements, including a transition plan between
OVMSA and OVMSA2.

Two OVID User Group (OUG) meetings have been held in the past few

months.
Feedback from these OUG meetings was shared with the OFG and has resulted in a few
programme changes, including the ability for vessel operators to add unlimited comments
and supply feedback to OCIMF on inspection reports. There will be more details to come.
The 16th meeting of the OUG is scheduled for 20 February 2018 in Aberdeen, UK.
As a reminder, the purpose of the OUG is to enable users of the OVID programme,
including OVID Accredited Inspectors and Technical Vessel Operators, to provide their
comments and feedback on the operations of the programme and where improvements
might be considered.
Virtual meeting capabilities may be available. If you are interested in participating, please
send an email to ovid@ocimf.org and we will add your name to the invite list.

Technical Vessel Operators registered with OVID can now apply to
integrate with OCIMF Web Services.
Integrating with OCIMF Web Services allows Technical Vessel Operators to automatically
import their vessel inspection reports (OVIQs) and vessel particulars (OVPQ) from the
OVID programmes into their vetting applications.
Vessel operators can use the data received from OCIMF Web Services API for their own
internal analysis, but must not share the data with third parties or submit it to external
systems.To apply for OCIMF Web Services access, or for any enquiries, please contact:
ovid@ocimf.org.
Integrating the OCIMF Web Services within your applications will require some
development work from your IT department. Please check with them before submitting an
application.

The schedule for OVID New Inspector and Refresher courses can be
found on our website ocimf-ovid.org.
The Offshore Vessel Inspection Database Programme (OVID) is offering the following New
Inspector courses in 2018.
Please note that New Inspector courses will be subject to demand and OCIMF will reserve
the right to either change the date or cancel the course if there is insufficient interest.

New Inspector courses

31 July – 2 August
South America (Venue TBC)
Register by 29 June 2018
6–8 November
Abu Dhabi, UAE (Venue TBC)
Register by 8 October 2018
27–29 November
West Africa (Venue TBC)
Register by 29 October 2018

Refresher courses
6–7 February
Aberdeen, UK (Rox Hotel)
1–2 March
Singapore (Venue TBC)
14–15 March
New Orleans (Venue TBC)
16–17 July
Singapore (Venue TBC)
19–20 July
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia (Venue TBC)
October
Norway (Dates & Venue TBC)
Sign up early to avoid disappointment.
For further information please see our FAQ page. To enrol on a course, email
ovidaccredit@ocimf.org

These totals are based on OVIQ2s that were commissioned between 1 October 2016 and
30 September 2017 inclusive.
Question
Question Text
No.

No.
Observations

11.1.9
11.4.27
11.1.11
11.1.10
11.3.3
11.4.4
11.5.1
11.1.14

11.4.12

11.4.20

Does the operator subscribe to a testing programme for fuel,
HFO or MDO?
Is there a COSHH Assessment System in place?
Does the operator subscribe to a hydraulic oil testing
programme?
Does the operator subscribe to a lubricating oil testing
programme?
Is an accurate and up to date inventory of spare parts being
maintained?
Are vessel/unit’s engine/boiler exhausts fitted with spark
arresters for safe operation?
Are all items of main, auxiliary and emergency plant in good
order and reported to be fully operational?
If the machinery space is certified for unmanned operation, is
it being operated in that mode?
Where hydraulic aggregate pumps (hydraulic power units

1167
872
568
470
390
377
345
315

-HP/Hydraulic Power Packs-HPP) are located within the main 272
engine compartment, is an oil mist detector fitted?
Are chemicals properly stowed and are Material Safety Data
238
Sheets available?

OVID numbers as of 1 October 2017.

OCIMF Members using OVID (out of 112 OCIMF members)

55

OVID Programme Recipients

26

Number of vessel operators
Number of vessels registered in OVID

1791
10476

Number of inspections submitted in last 12 months

2805

Number of inspections purchased in last 12 months

1452

Operators with published OVMSA

719

Total Operators who have started the online OVMSA

984

Stay up to date with the current OCIMF OVID/Offshore news.
Register online on the OVID website ocimf-ovid.org.

OVID Support
09:00 - 17:00 GMT
Monday - Friday (excluding bank holidays)
ovidsupport@ocimf.org
+44 2076541218

OVID Accreditation Administrator
09:00 - 17:00 GMT
Monday - Friday (excluding bank holidays)
ovidaccredit@ocimf.org
+44 2076541200

Please note that all OCIMF emails ending "ocimf.com"
should be amended to "ocimf.org"

The Oil Companies International Marine Forum (OCIMF) is a voluntary association of oil companies
with an interest in the shipment and terminalling of crude oil, oil products, petrochemicals and gas.
Our mission is to be the foremost authority on the safe and environmentally responsible operation
of oil tankers, terminals and offshore support vessels, promoting continuous improvement in
standards of design and operation.
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