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OCIMF extends temporary remote inspection option to Offshore Vessel Inspection Database (OVID) 
	

2 September 2020 – (LONDON) From today, the Oil Companies International Marine Forum (OCIMF) is including a remote vessel inspection option as a temporary tool within its Offshore Vessel Inspection Database (OVID), the inspection protocol for offshore vessels. The option to use remote inspections within OCIMF’s Ship Inspection Report (SIRE) programme was successfully rolled-out in August 2020, following a robust management of change process.   

Supporting guidance issued by OCIMF on the use of remote inspections for both inspection programmes advises that the remote vessel inspection option should be used as an additional option to enhance data collection where physical inspections are not possible due to COVID-19. Physical inspections, the industry association stresses, should still be used whenever it is safe and practicable to do so, subject to travel restrictions and other national and international health and safety guidance.

Rob Drysdale, Managing Director, OCIMF, explains:

“The reality is that disruption to vessel inspection regimes caused by COVID-19 will unfortunately continue for some time, and as an industry, we need to respond effectively and pragmatically. We have taken the step to offer a remote inspection option within our inspection programmes as a way of providing an additional safety-net to ensure that the highest standards of safety and best practice are maintained. 

“The inclusion of remote inspections as an additional tool in OVID follow very careful review and consideration by OCIMF, our members and partners. The consensus opinion is that remote inspections provide a means for enabling data collection in exceptional circumstances where physical inspections are not possible due to COVID-19 and where existing inspection reports may not be sufficient as deemed by a submitting company. The selection and use of remote inspections are, however, entirely voluntary.  It remains the prerogative of the OVID Submitting Company and Programme Recipient to decide whether or not to use or accept them.” 
 
To support OVID programme users and inspectors, OCIMF has updated its Guidelines for Remote Inspections under OCIMF programmes. 

Remote inspections will require the vessel operator to complete a detailed questionnaire and upload a series of documents and certificates to a dedicated online repository. This information will be reviewed remotely by an OCIMF inspector who will be required to complete a further questionnaire drawing on the vessel operator’s information and by requesting further detail from the vessel by telephone/video. Information supplied will include certificates, documents and photograph files. 

To view the full guidance, visit www.ocimf.org 
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Notes to Editor 
1. The Oil Companies International Marine Forum (OCIMF) is a voluntary association of oil companies with an interest in the shipment and terminalling of crude oil, oil products, petrochemicals and gas. OCIMF focuses exclusively on preventing harm to people and the environment by promoting best practice in the design, construction and operation of tankers, barges and offshore vessels and their interfaces with terminals.
Vision
A global marine industry that causes no harm to people or the environment.
Mission
To lead the global marine industry in the promotion of safe and environmentally responsible transportation of crude oil, oil products, petrochemicals and gas, and to drive the same values in the management of related offshore marine operations. 

We do this by developing best practices in the design, construction and safe
operation of tankers, barges and offshore vessels and their interfaces with terminals and considering human factors in everything we do

2. Full guidance on remote inspections are available to download at www.ocimf.org
3. OCIMF will continue to monitor the impact of COVID-19 and dependant of the results may choose to extend the Remote Inspection scheme or remove it completely.


Enquiries For further information contact Kelly Hadley, Publishing and Communications Manager, OCIMF on 020 7654 1227 or kelly.hadley@ocimf.org. 

image1.png




